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CAPRIO CELLARS FAST FACTS SHEET 

The team at Caprio Cellars believes in the transformative power of hospitality and a shared spirit of 
generosity. Their aim is to cultivate a wine culture that brings together fellowship, the senses, and 
discernment – creating a space for the social experience of sharing wine and learning how to appreciate it 
over time while always serving great food and wines in the European tradition. 

Caprio Cellars is a small producer of Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Cabernet Franc, and Sauvignon Blanc 
located in the heart of Walla Walla Valley, WA., one of the premier wine-growing regions in the world.  

About    Winemaker/owner Dennis Murphy purchased the land where Caprio Cellars stands in 2003. 

Previously wheat fields, Dennis set out to make it the site of his first vineyard. This dream came to fruition in 

2005 when the first plantings went in. Dennis named this vineyard “Eleanor” in homage to his late 

grandmother Eleanor Caprio. The first harvest took place in 2008, and once the first wines were bottled, the 

operation was given the name Caprio Cellars. Inspired by Dennis’ Italian ancestors’ connection to wine as an 

essential part of daily life, Caprio Cellars aims to carry on the tradition of establishing a culture of wine like 

that of Dennis’ Italian heritage while also contributing to the emerging tradition of Walla Walla winemaking. 

Vineyards    Few Walla Walla wineries own estate vineyards. Caprio Cellars is one of them. The 

Caprio Estate is comprised of three sites: Eleanor’s, Octave and Sanitella. These sites are in the 

heart of the Walla Walla Valley and enjoy ideal sun exposure and vine-loving soil, yielding grapes 

of the highest quality and complexity for their estate wines. The Eleanor site consists of two acres of 

Cabernet Sauvignon and one of Merlot. Octave’s 22-acre hillside vineyard was planted in 2007 and consists 

of 16 acres of Cabernet Sauvignon, two acres of Merlot, two acres of Cabernet Franc, and one acre of 

Malbec. The newest, high elevation vineyard, Sanitella, in the SeVein, has Cab, Cab Franc and Sauv Blanc.  

Sustainable farming practices are central to Caprio’s operation. They believe in giving back to the soil that 

provides the structure for their wines. The 100% estate grown operation allows Dennis and his team to be in 

right relationship with the vines and fruits they so cherish.   

Wines    Caprio Cellars makes about 2,000 cases annually of Bordeaux varietal blends out of all 

estate grown, hand-picked fruit. In their wine process they use moderate French oak – just 

enough to provide balance and depth in the wine without obfuscation. Their winemaking 

philosophy aims to let the fruit speak for itself and tell the story of where it comes from. Caprio Cellars 

produces two signature red blends — the Eleanor and the Sanitella — containing a unique mixture of all 

vineyard grown Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Malbec, and Cabernet Franc. They also produce a Rosé 

Cabernet Franc and a Sauvignon Blanc.   

Tasting    Caprio Cellars is known in the Walla Walla Valley for their state-of-the-art tasting room 

and unparalleled hospitality. The entire Caprio team has a background in hospitality, and their 

ongoing commitment to the relational aspect of their business only adds to the experience of 

Caprio Cellars wines. In addition to an always complimentary tasting fee, the Caprio Cellars Kitchen  

offers seasonally inspired plates to accompany every wine tasting. Executive chef and Walla Walla local Ian 

Williams strives to source local, organic, and sustainable ingredients for every delicious plate. Through 

world-class wines, thoughtful hospitality, and a beautiful setting, Caprio Cellars is a must visit for all wine 

enthusiasts coming to the Walla Walla Valley. The Caprio Cellars Tasting Room is open Wednesday through 

Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. by reservation only. Caprio Cellars also hosts special events and regular 

winemaker dinners. Click Contact Us for more information on their website.  

Contact Caprio Cellars    (509) 412-3054  ♦  info@capriocellars.com  

Media Contact    Carl Giavanti Consulting: 971-221-4212 ♦  carl@carlgiavanticonsulting.com 

Winery Assets   Media Kit and website for wine tech sheets, photos, video, and podcasts.  
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